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gains the gradual support, however grudgingly given at
first, of those classes that once cried out at its injustice.
Who now would advocate the repealing of the Income Tax
and the Death Duties, and the restoration, in their place,
of taxes upon commodities ? Yet the Income Tax and the
Death Duties were at first opposed on the ground of injus-
tice. It is not a complete answer to give as an explanation
the phrase " An old tax is no tax " 1; for if they were unjust,
they are still unjust, unless the standard of justice has
changed (as in fact it has), or unless the classes then un-
justly hit have since seen the balance restored by some
other re-distribution of taxes, relatively relieving them.
As a matter of fact, that has not happened. Such " injus-
tice " as was done has indeed been accentuated. But we
have purchased at the cost of a temporary feeling of injus-
tice on the part of a class, the common gain that comes of
a more economical system.

What seems to emerge from our inquiry is that the neces-
sary corrective or supplement to the principle of Economy
in taxation is little more than the political expedient of
caution in the extent and rapidity of change. A nation of
economic men, or of rational beings, would no doubt accept
the full and immediate application of the principle of
Economy at any stage where it might be offered. But men
are for the most part far more amenable to emotional than
to rational impulses, more conservative than radical in the
greater part of their activities, more inclined to bear those
ills they have than to fly to others that they know not of.
It is for the economist to discover what system of taxes is
the most economical in action, and for the statesman to
judge how best to change the existing system into that, by
what steps, at what rate. When Economy, and the manner
and rate of change have been decided, there is little else to
be secured by any code of maxims. These two considera-
tions will practically cover the whole field : they will modify
the standard of justice as they are set in action, and while

1 The phrase meant that producers of goods were not disturbed
by existing taxes. Its application to Income Tax or to Death Duties
is rather irrelevant at best.